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or spirit/5 The exorcist Is still a recognized functionary in
the Maronlte Church, and In recent times devils have been
cast out not only at Qozhayya^ but in some of the village
churches.1

Other Maronite monasteries besides Qozhayya possess
valuable assets in the alleged healing powers of the patron
saint. Some of these are specialists. At the convent of
Mar No'hara (Lugius) there is a well of water said to be
good for weak eyes. Mar 'Ab'da el-Mashum'mar is visited
by barren women who desire children. Mar Shalli'ta, the
patron of animals, is invoked when mules are sick or mares
will not bear. Pebbles from the convent of Mar Dhu'mit,
which stands near the sea-shore, in the vicinity of Jebail
(Byblos), are blessed by the saint to the cure of rheumatism.
Mar Ruha'na is supposed to cure hernia. Mar Ephraem
is the patron of memory. Miracle-working is by no means
confined to the saints who lived in early times. Some fifty
years ago a holy monk called Na'amtal'lah el-Hardi'ny was
buried in a vault of the convent of K'fefan'. Some two
years later it was found that his body had not decayed, but,
though dried up, preserved perfectly the form and features
of the monk. Thus K'fefan' began at once to attract
hundreds of sick folk who sought cure from the new saint,
bringing much gain to the coffers of the establishment.

1 Up to the year 1900 there was no establishment in Syria and Pal-
estine for the scientific treatment of mental disease. In that year the
Lebanon Hospital for the Insane was established by TheopMlus Wald-
meier at the 'Asfurt'yeh, near Beyrout.